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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

INTERPRETATION NOT ATHEISM 
Sib: 

I cannot restrain an impulse to applaud the suggestions made in the article 
of Herbert D. Miles in a recent number of the Review. 

We certainly need a new Bible, one that will outline the essential principles 
of Christianity. I, and most of my acquaintances, believe in the moral and 
ethical principles which Christ taught and to that extent can be considered 
Christian. I have never joined a church because I could not do so without 
misrepresenting myself by the act itself. 

When I first discovered that I could not accept a literal interpretation of the 
Bible I supposed, of course, I was therefore an atheist. I supposed this until 
I read some atheistic works. I then discovered I was no atheist. I have 
long since given up the idea that it is necessary to belong to any particular 
"school" of thought or hold any creed that agrees in every particular with 
that of any group. I have found comfort and satisfaction in a creed of my 
own. 

A new Bible would save many a man years of groping in spiritual darkness. 

W. W. Gould. 

San Jose, Costa Rica. 

THE MOVIES AND ART 

Sir: 

I feel that attention should be drawn to a recent article, entitled Movies 
as Dope, by Elizabeth Robins Pennell. Certainly thinking people do wish 
that the moving pictures were improved, but those reading Mrs. PennelPs 
article must find it difficult to understand, much less to agree with, the ex- 
aggerated statements used as hypotheses for the conclusions she has reached. 

To quote: "It has not been art, but the love of make-believe that has 
driven people to the play, the desire to throw off the boredom of the real for 
the enchantment of the unreal. . . . The dramatic artist fills the stage 
not with life, but the semblance of life." 

Mrs. Pennell's objection here is evidently not against "movies" themselves, 
but against this love of make-believe. She condemns it, as well as amuse- 
ment, without telling us why, yet admitting this desire has its roots deep 
down in human nature. Surely such an observation should lead one to exam- 
ine the truth of a conclusion so at variance with nature. And, in so doing, 
would one not be confronted with the problem of how to distinguish between 



